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Peter Polack was bomn in Jamaica in 1958 where he attended various schools
including Tamaica College until 1972 when he went to Denstone College Boarding
School in England. He is a proud graduate of the University of the West Tndies
and MNorman Manley Law School. A eriminal lawver in the Cayman Islands since
1983, he resides there with his wife, two daughters and a granddaughter.

Experiences with youthful offenders led to the exhibit of his first work as an artist
entitled The Confinement Assemblage now on permanent display at
HM Prison Northrward in the Cayman Tslands

He iz the author of Last Hot Battle of the Cold War published by Casemate in

2013, He was a contributor to the Encyclopedia of Warfare recently published

bw Amber Books and his article, Svria: The Evolution Revolution was published

in the 118 Army John E Kennedy Special Warfare Center magazine. In 2014 he

became a part time reporter for Reuters Wews Agency mainly reporting on the
Cuban vefigee erisis in the Cavman Tslands,

In September 2016 Cambridge Scholars Publishing acquired the rights to publish
famaica Land of Film the historical record of a century of film production in
lamaica for release in early 2017,
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If Tarmnaica were an actor she would have appeared
in more than one hundred and forty-one films
according (o a popular internet database.

The list of movies where the name Jamaica plays a
prominent part is probably closer to two hundred
but this number pares down substantially if it is
linuited to those hlms that were actually shot in part
or whole in Jamaica.

One of the most costly flms for its time at USS1

of the Gods, that not only saw substantial set
construction in Kingston at Fort Augusta, but one
of the carlicst examples of nudity by actress Annette
Kellermann in mainstream cinema.

Jamaica was associated with at least one other first
with The Devils Daughter in 1939 being the first
American hlack feature film shot on location in
Jamaica,

Jamaica was sufficiently popular as a location to
have several productions in one year such as Live
and Let Die as well as Papillor in 1973, Jamaican
bazed productions provided a few substantial
opportunities for local actors over the decades pre
enminent among them being the beautiful Clandia
Robinson in Wide Sargasso Sea who received
popular acclaim in later reviews.

The popularity of earlier Tamaica location film
productions were 2 consequence of low praduction

million was the 1916 Eastern fantasy, 4 Daughter

About “Jamaica Land Of Film”

by Peter Polack

costs, close proximity te Florida, the availability
of extras, many with prior experience from the
frequent productions on island, and  the exotic
locale. The trend has sputtered in later years from
competition by location countries prepared to offer
a portion of financing and tax relief,

Some Jamaican location film productions that
included local actors wera:

Manfish (1956) - Jamaican Eric Coverley plaved
police officer Chaver in in this production also
called Calypse in the UK.

Dv. No [1962) with parts by Reggie Carter,
Marguerite Lewars and the UK transplant Timothy
Moo,

A Higlh Wind in famaica {1965) with Charles Hyatt

Tantaican Gold also The Treastere Seekers (1973 with
Drermot Hussey and Bobby Ghisays

The Mighty Cluinn (1989} with Carl Bradshaw
Mk for Drenth (19900 with Tirnmy Clif
Frelude to a Kiss (1992) with Peter Lloyd

Belly (1998) with MrVegas (Clifford Smith) and
Sean Paul (Sean Henrigues)

Shattered Image (1998) with Leonie Forbes, Fay
Ellingtan, Pahlo Hoilett and Billy Wilmaort
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The prodigious outpul of films shot on location in Jamaica
led the New York Times o proclaim Jamaica as; "An
Island Rediscovers Its Hole as the Little Hollywood OF
the Caribbean” in a 1988 article. Jamaica later received
the ultimate double accolade with portions of the 1963
original The Lord of the Flies and it's 1990 sequel being
filmed vn lecation in Portland.

There have been a few unforlunale occasions when
productions such as sland in the Sun. shot in Barbados
and Grenada during 1957, have been  mistakenly
attributed to Jamaica by even official sources, The Tralian-
produced Our Man in Jaraica appeared to not only have
had no location in Jamaica but seemingly used some Haila
footage as background.

Jamaican themed films not shot on location alse included
City Beneath the Sea (1953) based on the book Port Roval:
The Ghost City Beneath the Sea; Jomaica Rus {1953);
Swashbuickler{1976) Mexieo; Flome Agiain {2012) Teintdad.

This was a region-wide phenomenon with (he recent
blockbusters Firates of the Caribbeam Dead Men Tell Mo
Tales shot in Australia and Mirates of the Caribbean: (n
Stranger Thdes using Hawaii,

Al the end of the day however, many awards and medal
we win on the international stage of music and athletics
will be for maught unless they translate into jobs and
improvement of sur economy back home.

The Jamaican film location has accomplished just that for
a centiry
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